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GERM2720 – EAP 

F. Meunier 

2008-2009 

 

Handout 6: Oral presentations – Expert presenters 
 

 

Background 

 

The English Language Institute (University of Michigan) has made the full transcripts of the 

John Swales Conference Corpus freely available for students, instructors, and researchers 

interested in academic discourse. The JSCC corpus contains the transcribed presentations and 

Q&A sessions of the John Swales conference held in 2006 (see 

http://jscc.elicorpora.info/download for further information).  

 

In the framework of our EAP course, we have been working mainly on written EAP language 

so far. We will now shift to oral EAP. Last week, you had the opportunity to listen to some of 

the oral presentations made by last year’s students. Thanks to the JSCC corpus, you can now 

access the transcription of oral presentations made by academics.  

 

Handout 6 provides the transcription of Jane Freeman’s presentation. She is the director of the 

writing in English language support services of Toronto University. 

 

Some sections have been highlighted in the transcription:  

- yellow: context 

- blue: main topic 

- green: discourse organizing features - presentation 
- red: potential transcription errors 

- violet: discourse organizing features - Q&A 

 

Task 

 

Please read the transcription carefully before coming to class (start from the middle of page 3 

and read up to the beginning of page 11). The topic is highly relevant for this EAP course! I 

would also like you to focus on the green sections which illustrate some organizing features 

of oral academic discourse. I have highlighted some of those sections only - I am not claiming 

exhaustiveness - to help you discover organizing patterns but you may of course find 

additional discourse organizing features in the transcription. We will discuss those sections in 

class. 

        

 Transcription 
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